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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * By direction of tlae Pl'csident, under the Joint. Resolution of Congress 
approved 12 .Tu1y 1802 (amended by o.ct of 8 Maa·ch 18031 act of 9 July 1918 
and ae~ ol. 25 July 1968), t.l1e l-!edul o1 Hono1· for conspicuous gnllantry and 
intre})idity at the l'isk of life above and beyond tbe call of duty is aw:mlcd 
post}mmously by the Dop:u't-ment of the Al'my in the nnme of C.Ongress to: 

Sergeant RodMy J. E·~•a-1101 1 Unit.eel Sto.tcs .At·my, who clis-
Linguishcd himself by cxtmordinnry heroism on 18 July 1969 while serdng as 
n squad ]eacler in Compa11y D, 1st Bntl11Iion, 12th C111•11lry, 1st Calrnr·y Dh·ision~ 
du.ring a combat mission ill Tay Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam. Serge:mt 
E'l)a-n, was leading his squad in a 1'1connaiss:i.11ce sweep through l1e:r\"'y 
vegetation to reconnoite.r a stl'Ong enemy position. A£ the force ap­
proacl1ed a well-defined trail, the :plntoon i.cont. warned that tho. trnil was 
booby-tra1>ped. Sergennt E'i•ans led his squod on a route pa1·allel to the troil. 
The force hnd stn.rted to move forwnrd when n nearby squad was hil- by the 
blast of a eonecalcd mine. Looking to his r·iglit1 Se1·1,,reant Eiw1s saw a sec011d 
enemy de\'ice. Witl1 complete disreg1ll'd fur his own safety he s11outed a wanting 
to his men, di ,·ed to t.hc ground, and c1·11 wled toward the mine. Just as he reached 
jt an-e11cmy soldier detonated the cxplosi\•e, and Sergeant E1;a-11s 11.hso1·hed the 
full impact with l1is body. His gallo.nt and salfless -action saved his comrades. 
from probable death or h1jury and sened as an inspiration to his entire unit. 
Se.rgeant Eva1l8' oonspieuous goJla.nt.ry and intrepidity in action at the cost_ 
of his life were in koopu1g with the higl,est traditions of the militDl'y service 
and rellcct great credit upon himself, his unit, u.ud the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Officfal: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Majqr General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant (t-en~al. 
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To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requi~ments. 

BRUCE PALMER, JR. 
Oeneml, United States .tb­
Aating Ol1ief of Staff 


